
FAFSA for the 
Class of 2024

Complete as soon as the FAFSA opens 



What is the FAFSA?
FAFSA stands for Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid. Most students planning to attend 
college (whether a 2 or 4 year or technical 
institution) should complete the FAFSA. FAFSA 
opens in late December this year. In order to 
receive the maximum amount of financial aid, it is 
recommended you apply as soon as possible, but 
no later than February 1.



    Create an FSA ID
Each student needs to create an FSA ID as a safety 
measure for your identity. This will be your login and 
electronic signature for the FAFSA. 

Make sure you use a personal email and NOT your school email for all 
FAFSA and college applications.

Link Here to the Step by Step Directions for Creating the 
FSA ID - once you complete your FSA ID you will need to 
wait for it to be confirmed before moving on to Slide 6 - this 
may take up to 5 days.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12CnsgD0WfB95krzkaWMvRzBrigIhR6rh8DEyLBLmeCc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/12CnsgD0WfB95krzkaWMvRzBrigIhR6rh8DEyLBLmeCc/edit?usp=sharing


What do you need?
You will need your social security number and basic 
information. You will also need your parents’ social 
security numbers and their email addresses. If you 
did not file taxes in 2022 but had a job, you should 
also have your 2022 W2s.
If you are a DACA student or an independent 
student (meaning you do not have contact with your 
parents), see Mrs. Neighbors before you begin.



Go to fafsa.gov
Make sure you are on the correct website. 
If you go to the wrong website, scammers 
will charge you for filling out your FAFSA. 
Never pay for this. It is a free service so 
make sure you are on the correct website.

http://fafsa.gov


Click on “Start a New Form”
Verify you are filling out a form for the year you will be 
attending college so for you it will be 2024-25.



Log In Using your FSA ID

If you have not already created an FSA ID then go back 
to slide 3 and follow the link to those instructions.



Start Your FAFSA:
Remember that the FAFSA belongs to you so you should fill out your 
section and then invite your parent(s) to contribute and they will fill out 
that section.

Select “Student”
Then click 
“Continue”

Step 1

Step 2



Watch & Read the Onboarding Info:

#1 Watch the video
#2 Learn how to invite contrib

utors 

and what in
fo you need

#4 How to get results

#3 Timing & Consent



To start you will be verifying your 
personal identity information

1. Verify this is your (the student’s) name
2. Verify your birth date
3. Verify your Social Security number
4. Verify your cell number
5. Verify your address
6. Verify your state of legal residence (Missouri) and when you began living in the 
state (so either since your birthdate if born in MO or when you last moved to 
Missouri).

Because your FAFSA is automatically linked to your FSA ID - 
as long as you filled out the FSA ID information correctly this 
will be filled in for you but you need to verify it is all correct.



You must provide consent for Federal Aid:

Read through the 
consent paperwork 
and the frequently 
asked questions. If you 
decline the consent, 
you will not be eligible 
for federal student aid. 
If you have questions 
about see Mrs. 
Neighbors.



Pay close attention to the navigation bar at the top of 
each page to know which section you are completing 
and to track your progress through the FAFSA. The first 
section will be your Personal Circumstances.

Navigation Bar



Unless you qualify for an 

unusual circumstance, you 

must provide parent 

information in order to be 

eligible for grants and 

subsidized loans. So you will 

mark “No” to be eligible.

To continue you will need the Social Security Number(s) 
and email address(es) of your parent(s) to continue.



Answer ALL 
questions in each 
section (Some 
screenshots are 
provided but there are 
not screenshots of 
every section - make 
sure you answer the 
sections not included 
here in this demo.)



Student 
Demographics: 
This section will 
include 
information 
regarding where 
you live and 
your high 
school/college 
preferences.

The information circle icon next to 
each question or answer box gives 
hints so any time you don’t know what 
to do just click the “i” icon.



Search for Mehlville High School:

Enter Missouri and St Louis as the state & city 
for Mehlville High School and then confirm.



Student Finances: 
If you filed taxes in 2022, 
then you will fill in your 
tax information. If you did 
not file taxes then you 
can fill in your W2 
information from your job. 
If you didn’t have a job 
you can mark you did not 
earn income. You will also 
report your checking and 
saving account balances.



Select Colleges: 
Put in every college 
you have applied to 
as well as any 
colleges you may 
decide to apply for, 
including community 
and technical 
colleges. You can fill 
in up to 20 Colleges.

For each college you will 
select whether or not you want 
to live on campus - if you are 
unsure select on campus so 
the college will know to give 
you the estimated cost of 
attendance with living on 
campus included. You can 
always change this if you 
decided not to live on campus.



Review Your FAFSA: 
Make sure to double check your answers in each section. 



Sign & Submit: 
When you complete all of the 
sections you will be able to 
sign and submit your part of 
the FAFSA.

Note: Even though you hit 
submit, if you are a dependent 
student your FAFSA is not 
complete until your 
parent(s)/contributor(s) 
complete the sections they 
are required to complete.



Contributor Invite Email
Your parent/contributors will receive an email which 
looks like something this:



Contributors fill out their sections
Your parent/contributors will link to the FAFSA from 
the contributor email invite they receive to fill out 
their sections of the FAFSA. Just like your sections 
they will:
Verifying their identity, Sign the Consent, Answer 
questions about their Demographics & Finances.



Parent/Contributor(s) Sign & Submit: 

Once all the required contributors have signed and submitted their 
sections of the FAFSA, the student will receive an email with the full 
detailed confirmation that the FAFSA is being processed.

Students will then be able to track the 
information on the Summary Landing Page



Pay Attention to Deadlines
The state of Missouri has a February 1 priority 
consideration deadline in order to receive available 
grant money. The earlier you submit, the earlier you 
receive financial aid packages from colleges. Be 
sure to complete the FAFSA as early as possible to 
ensure you receive the maximum benefits. Once the 
FAFSA is submitted, you can make corrections if 
needed at later dates.


